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Present status of bat-inhabited caves in Mie Prefecture, central Japan
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Abstract

In Mie Prefecture, 123 bat-inhabited caves have been recorded, and of which 82.1% were artificial caves. Re-examination

revealed that there were 4 caves that disappeared, 5 caves with modified internal environment, and 2 caves with

drastic changes in the surrounding environment. Footprints of the palm civet, Paguma larvata, and the raccoon,

Procyon lotor, were respectively confirmed in 5 caves since the 2000s. Bat gates were installed at 5 caves for

conservation of bats. Installation of artificial caves has not been successful in making roosts for bats in Mie Prefecture.

Problems on conservation of bat-inhabited caves were discussed.
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