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Possible predation by the masked palm civet, Paguma larvata, on a greater horseshoe bat,

Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, confirmed in a cave in Mie Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract

K, WAMEavE), AL, SR

In March 2020, a carcass of a hibernating cave-dwelling bat, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, eaten by the alien

mammal, Paguma larvata, was recovered in an abandoned underground munitions factory in Mie Prefecture, Japan.

This is the first record of possible predation on bats by the masked palm civet. Harmful influences on the

cave-dwelling bat population by the masked palm civet should be recognized.
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BATHETH P ORBSGATRHERE O L LT, LiIE
LR (BARTRRTIZ T Ta <, BEIoM T2 & o
ANTIRRZETe) ZFMAL (Figl), 2 vEVEOA
BARCofERE S 2 (5, 2000; 7257, 2005;
AHAR - (LI, 2006; I, 2009; J#EF, 2010; EL5
2017).

—J, AFEOEMECRE L TIE, T TIE omsEn
bo, W RETARE LM TH S Z LWL,
&N TW5D (Torii, 1986; A4 « LM, 1990; B,

1993; BJ& « T4, 1996; Zhou et al.,2008; jiit, 2010;
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Fig.1. The greater horseshoe bat, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, and the masked palm civet, Paguma larvata, roosting
in an abandoned mine (photographs taken in Yoro, Gifu Prefecture in 2018).
a, a flying greater horseshoe bat and a masked palm civet hiding behind; b, an enlarged image of the masked
palm civet.
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Fig.2. A carcass of the greater horseshoe bat, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, eaten by the masked palm civet, Pagum

alarvata.

a, inside of an abandoned underground munitions factory where possible predation by the masked palm civet

on a greater horseshoe bat was confirmed; b, a carcass of the greater horseshoe bat on the cave floor; c,

footprints of the masked palm civet (five fingers with no claw marks) left around a bat carcass.
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