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Distribution records of mammals and reptiles on three desert islands, Oh-shima, Suzu-shima

and Mie-jima Islands, in Kumano-nada Sea, Mie Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract

We investigated the mammalian and reptile fauna on three desert islands, Oh-shima, Suzu-shima and Mie-jima
Islands, in Kumano-nada Sea from 2018 to 2021. Four mammal species, namely the large field mouse (4dpodemus
speciosus), the raccoon dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides), the sika deer (Cervus nippon) and the wild boar (Sus scrofa),
were confirmed. Four reptile species: the Japanese rat snake (Elaphe climacophora), the Peters' odd-scaled snake
(Achalinus spinalis), the Japanese striped snake (Elaphe quadrivirgata) and the Far Eastern skink (Plestiodon finitimus),
were also recorded. The large field mouse from Suzu-shima Island, the wild boar and the Japanese rat snake
from Mie-jima Island, are the first records for each island. Serious damages to the vegetation by sika deer were

confirmed on Suzu-shima and Mie-jima Islands.
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