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An attempt to infer the cause of death of the loggerhead turtle, Caretta caretta, by gastro-

intestinal contents, stranded on the coast of Ise Bay in 2019
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Abstract

To determine the cause of death of the loggerhead turtles, Caretta caretta, stranded on the Ise Bay coast in 2019,

we examined the presence of plastic debris in digestive tract contents. Small amount of plastic debris was found

from only one of the six turtles whose digestive tract contents were collected. All turtles were confirmed to have

eaten fishes, four of them in large quantities. These results suggest that the cause of mortality may not be plastic

debris, but bycatch.
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