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Possible predation by the masked palm civet, Paguma larvata, on a greater horseshoe bat,

Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, confirmed in a cave in Mie Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract

K, WAMEavE), AL, SR

In March 2020, a carcass of a hibernating cave-dwelling bat, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, eaten by the alien

mammal, Paguma larvata, was recovered in an abandoned underground munitions factory in Mie Prefecture, Japan.

This is the first record of possible predation on bats by the masked palm civet. Harmful influences on the

cave-dwelling bat population by the masked palm civet should be recognized.
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Fig.1. The greater horseshoe bat, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, and the masked palm civet, Paguma larvata, roosting
in an abandoned mine (photographs taken in Yoro, Gifu Prefecture in 2018).
a, a flying greater horseshoe bat and a masked palm civet hiding behind; b, an enlarged image of the masked
palm civet.
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Fig.2. A carcass of the greater horseshoe bat, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, eaten by the masked palm civet, Pagum

alarvata.

a, inside of an abandoned underground munitions factory where possible predation by the masked palm civet

on a greater horseshoe bat was confirmed; b, a carcass of the greater horseshoe bat on the cave floor; c,

footprints of the masked palm civet (five fingers with no claw marks) left around a bat carcass.
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Present status of bat-inhabited caves in Mie Prefecture, central Japan
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Abstract

In Mie Prefecture, 123 bat-inhabited caves have been recorded, and of which 82.1% were artificial caves. Re-examination

revealed that there were 4 caves that disappeared, 5 caves with modified internal environment, and 2 caves with

drastic changes in the surrounding environment. Footprints of the palm civet, Paguma larvata, and the raccoon,

Procyon lotor, were respectively confirmed in 5 caves since the 2000s. Bat gates were installed at 5 caves for

conservation of bats. Installation of artificial caves has not been successful in making roosts for bats in Mie Prefecture.

Problems on conservation of bat-inhabited caves were discussed.

Key words: cave-dwelling bat, day roost, habitat destruction, alien mammal, conservation measures
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Abstract

CEERA A

In the autumns of 2019 and 2020, considerable numbers of a scutellerid, Cantao ocellatus (Thunberg, 1784)

(Hemiptera; Scutelleridae), which appear to be the next

generation of individuals having invaded from more

southwestern overwintering sites, were collected from several places of Mie Prefecture, Japan, although there had

been only limited records of the species there. This may imply that the levels of the overwintering populations of

this species in the constant overwintering sites are rising, presumably caused by raise of air temperatures at

overwintering sites in winter. This inference could be confirmed in future if more records accumulate.

Key words: northward invasion, expansion of distribution area, Kii Peninsula, Tokai Region
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Notes
Possible predation by the masked palm civet, Paguma larvata, on a greater horseshoe 1
bat, Rhinolophus ferrumequinum, confirmed in a cave in Mie Prefecture, Japan
Akira SANO
Present status of bat-inhabited caves in Mie Prefecture, central Japan 5
Akira SANO
Collection and observation records of Catao ocellatus (Hemiptera; Scutelleridae) in the 17

autumns of 2019 and 2020 from Mie Prefecture, Japan
Yasuhiro OHSHIMA and Katsuyuki KOHNO
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Notes on the specified historical public records and archives entitled ‘Development 23
Concept for the Underwater Zoo and Tropical Botanical Garden (Bogor Land) 1963’
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Notes
The land sale certificates of the Tsu Domain 42 (9)
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The Iga People from the Muromachi period to the Sengoku period 50 (1)
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